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WHO:

Initiative Name:

Best Food Forward (BFF)

Key Players:

Rachelle Bonelli, Kat Benford,
& Jake Williams

Contact for Questions:

Funding or Organizational Partner(s):
•
•
•
•

United Way for Southeastern Michigan
Michigan Department of Education
Michigan Fitness Foundation
Tyson Foods

Pertinent Financial Information:
•

Project Code 616

Rachelle Bonelli & Jake Williams

WHERE:

Target Clients:
•
•
•
•

4,026 students attending three targeted elementary schools, a middle school and a high school in
Warren Consolidated Schools
1,000 households served monthly through School Food Mobile Pr6ogram
125 students engaged in nutrition education and after school clubs
125 parents engaged in nutrition education

Where This Initiative Happens:
•
•
•

Warren Consolidated Schools: Pearl Lean, Green Acres and Siersma Elementary Schools, Beer Middle
Schools, and Warren-Mott High
Steering Committee: Food Bank Council of Michigan, Food Bank of Eastern Michigan, Gleaners
Community Food Bank, Michigan Department of Education, Warren Consolidated Schools, Wayne
State University, and Westwood Heights Schools
Community Partners: This is collaboration including but not limited to Food Corps, Head Start,
Henry Ford Health System, Macomb Food Program, Macomb Health Department, Macomb
Intermediate School District, Michigan State University Extension, National Kidney Foundation, United
Dairy Industry of Michigan, United Way for Southeastern Michigan, and the YMCA

www.gcfb.org

WHAT:

Teams and Departments Involved:
•

Operations, Programs, Development, Finance,
and Marketing

How They Contribute:
•
•

•
•
•

Operations: procures and distributes food
through mobile pantries
Programs: schedules distributions, provides
nutrition education including Cooking
Matters and the Feeding, Eating and
Succeeding Together (FEAST) curricula,
facilitates work groups with community
partners, works with district on wellness policy
and environmental changes, leads statewide
initiative
Development: seeks opportunities, prepares
grants applications and reports
Finance: tracks expenses and revenue
associated with initiative
Marketing: develops print and other
promotional materials, and design and
maintenance of BFF web page

Community Impact:

BFF is a state wide collaborative effort to
provide full food security for families in a school
district and to understand the impact on
academic, health, stability and behavioral
outcomes for the students and their families.
It is designed as a pilot to identify best practices in order to create a scalable and replicable model
for other districts in Michigan and beyond. It is a holistic approach reaching students in the schools,
at home and in the community, interlinking community organizations and thus coordinating and
mutually supporting programs to create greater impact. The activities will be supplemented with
policy local, state and federal recommendations and environmental changes with the school
environment. Gleaners focus is on Warren Consolidated Schools.

WHEN &
HOW:

Scope:

Over ten years BFF will understand the impact of providing full food security for school families on
stability, health, academic achievement and behavior. Wayne State University will support the
evaluation. Gleaners evaluation will be centered on Warren Consolidated Schools.
Days of the week it operates: Food access and education will be available at multiple locations/days
and times for families to access both at school and in the community. Homeless families will have an
appropriate and unique food security solution.

What Does This Interaction Look Like on the Ground:

Community engagement is integral and parents and youth will participate in program design,
feedback and guidance. This initiative will create linkages between various community and school
programs and resources for families for a holistic approach. Families will have greater access
through school mobile pantries, community pantries, government nutrition programs, Cooking
Matters, and other educational opportunities.

www.gcfb.org

